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Ezxcerpted letter from Samuel L. Clemens to Olivia L. Langdon, 7-8 September 1868
Monday, Midnight

The world that was so beautiful, is dark again;
the hope that shone as the sun, is gone;
the brave ambition is dead.

I do not regret that I have loved you,
still love and shall always love you.
I'accept the situation,
uncomplainingly,
hard asitis.

I shall not shame your confidence
by speaking to you
of this dead love whose requiem
I have been chanting.
No, I'will not offend.
I'will not misunderstand you

you are so good and so beautiful
Give me alittle room in that great heart of yours—

If you could but—
But no more of this.

And now, good-bye,
and may all the sorrows which fate has ordained for you
fall upon this foolish head of mine.

I'leave you to the ministering angels—
for, daughter of earth as you are,
they throng the air about you—
they are with you,
and such as you,
always.
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