
 

 
 

Christopher Stark 
 
 
 

S H Y   B R I C K S 
for chamber ensemble 

(2021) 

 

 

Commissioned by American Wild Ensemble 

 

 

 

 

Sommerso Publishing 



Instrumentation 

 Flute 
 Clarinet in B-flat 
 Horn in F 
 Percussion 
  Crotales 
  Hi-Hat 
  Temple Blocks 
  Bongos 
  Tom-toms 
  Kick Drum 
 Violin 
 Viola 
 Violoncello 
 
Duration 
 
 9 minutes 
 
Program Note 
 

The title, Shy Bricks, comes from the introduction to Scott Joplin’s School of 
Ragtime, a series of six piano exercises that the composer wrote in 1908 to teach 
musicians how to properly perform and understand his innovative style. In this 
short essay, he defends syncopated music from critics who labeled it “light or 
trashy,” and goes on to state, “to shy bricks at ‘hateful ragtime’ no longer passes 
for musical culture.” When the American Wild Ensemble asked me to write a piece 
for their Missouri Music at 200 project, I immediately knew that I wanted to honor 
the history of Black music in St. Louis, where Joplin lived, because it has had a 
profound influence on my own musical language––most prominently heard 
through my use of syncopated rhythmic grooves and blues-inspired melodic 
inflection. 
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mf p mf p mf p

mf p mf p mf p

Fl.

Cl.

Hn.

Perc.

Vln.

Vla.

Vc.

mf p mf p mf p
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mf pp mf p mf pp mf p mf

210
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