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iInstrumentation

Scene One:

Cello:

Percussion:

Scene Two:

Cello:

Percussion:

Scene Three:

Cello:

Percussion:

Scene Four:

Cello:

Percussion:

duration
ca. 20’30”

Copyright ©2015 Christopher Stark « starkca@gmail.com « www.christopher-stark.com + 406.546.1961 « St. Louis, Missouri

pickup gain set to mezzo forte

5 empty glass bottles, different sizes/pitches

pickup gain set to forte (watch for feedback)
empty plastic water bottle with lid removed
coffee cup cardboard sleeve to weave into strings

empty plastic water bottle with lid removed
styrofoam block
exotic hardwood plank, with contact mic

cardboard box, flattened, with contact mic
plastic grocery bag, with contact mic

pickup gain set to mezzo forte

three styrofoam bowls, different sizes/pitches

pickup gain set to mezzo forte

nine found objects, preferably garbage/waste, arranged like a keyboard
try to find objects whose timbre matches the water samples

styrofoam block
kick drum
oscillating fan



electronic setup

laptop with Max/MSP software
audio interface with 5 preamp inputs and 2 line outputs
mixer with 6 inputs and 2 outputs
two powered speakers
2 MIDI foot pedals (piano sustain pedal), one for each player
2 MIDI to USB converters
DPA pickup mic for the cello
3 contact microphones
1) exotic hardwood
2) cardboard
3) plastic grocery bag
2 dynamic microphones with mic stands
placed on the left and right sides of the oscillating fan
3 condensor microphones with mic stands
1) blowing air over empty bottles
2) styrofoam bowls
3) found object setup
Necessary cables

right left
speaker speaker
inputs outputs
laptop Ny 1 [Te I
ine
3 3 | preamp .
. o~ 4 | preamp  MIXEr
inputs >~ outputs 5 | preamp
preamp 1 6 | preamp
preamp 2

— 3| preamp  @uUdio
preamp intarface

preamp

abwN =

MIDI
foot pedal

oscillating
fan

foot pedal
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scene one christopher stark

FAST . = 152
sul A, all harmonics are natural, play as evenly as poss., amplified (DPA 4099 preferred)
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5 empty glass and/or plastic bottles
all should be different indeterminate pitches ("dissonance" is desirable)
arranged from lowest to highest pitch (bottle 5 = lowest)

Percussion @ = =

foot pedal controlled by percussionist
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canon A @ 100% playback speed
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although it is theoretically possible to synchronize exactly with the electronic playback, it is neither necessary nor desirable
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canon A @ 50% playback speed
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canon A @ 25% playback speed
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canon A @ ~ 66% playback speed
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** glissandi should create subtle bending-in-and-out-of-tune effect
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scene two
ABRUPT, STATIC, PEACEFUL YET DISTURBING . = 60

sul C, mute with coffee sleeve woven between strings near the scroll (see picture on left)
extremamente sul pont., "toneless," bow slowly & freely

= 3
-
pp sempre (= intensity of performance, the amplification will create a louder dynamic)
with lid removed, crush bottle & hold, do not allow bottle to crackle after crushing
»
Empty| | g0 N
Plastic| [H—;
Bottle Jf poss.
very slowly, rub flat surface of styrofoam block on flat surface of exotic hardwood plank**
as much surface contact as poss. between objects
DYAY ]
Percussion| [} i — .~ A Ei
pp sempre (= intensity of performance, the amplification will create a louder dynamic)
with lid removed, crush bottle & hold, do not allow bottle to crackle after crushing
»
Empty| | g0 N
Plastic|
Bottle Jf poss.
twelve*
Electronic| | ,; 30 J
Cues | " 4
A
Boe [ 2
Sample Vi
faint thunder simile
Wind
Samples
2
=
FY—r
4 r.y
Ve. n!
crackle bottle slowly in hand, like the sound of a record player
B p sempre
=
—r
u r.y
n!
crackle bottle slowly in hand, like the sound of a record player
Perc.
p sempre
thirteen
H J
0
Plasti
il O
Sample fr
SSRGS
Samples

* wait for the river sample, which will repeat indefinitely at the end of Scene One, to become disturbingly loud before triggering Scene Two
** exotic hardwood plank amplified with a contact microphone
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sul C, with coffee sleeve mute, ex. sul pont.

3 lightly dampen string with L.H., slide hand up & down string with varying speed to create "filtering" effect

ad lib. simile
): i ﬂ N //
7 ‘ \\\ ’IA\VII
; \"/ ” >
Ve pp ——"f"———pp
-
(11 !
Lo
n!
plastic mallet on exotic hardwood plank, stir slowly and gently, light pressure, "flautando"
n [§ ) ( 1 /\ é%
pp sempre
=
Perc.| !
n!
fourteen
(11 J
Lo hd
A
Plastic g
e a2
S
ample N
‘Wind
Samples
sul C, with coffee sleeve mute
very slowly & evenly slide the coffee sleeve up the fingerboard, gradually raising the pitch
create harmonics with bow by gradually moving bow back & forth between ex. sul pont. & norm.
_q: ) 5] 6] [e) ) 6] %
~ —
approximate mute
pp sempre position after 30"
simile, but now slowly transition between over pressure & "flautando" with plastic mallet
E=ciele) 2
pp sempre
fifteen
(11 J
m e
A
\l
Plastic o
il (R
S
ample 5
‘Wind " ?
Samples K™
n!
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simile, continued

J o o o
o o o o o o o o o

_q: [5] [s] [5] [s] ] [s] %
Z 1
I — > (@)
0-e) - (@)
approximate mute
Ppp sempre

position after 30"
wire brush on exotic hardwood plank, gentle & quick bursts of rustling

- - L L
== = = =
[ ) [ ) [ )

LAY
AN
o AN

Pp sempre

Wind
Samples

Plastic o
Bottle |-
Sample -
‘Boscawen, NH: 07/2015 - Resynthesized‘

simile, continued

6 o © o o © o o °© o o ° o o ° o o © o
_q; [e) [5) ) [5) ) [e) : %
Z > (-
€®) - =21
approximate mute
pp sempre position after 30"
wire brush on surface of cardboard***, stir slowly & gently
H— S~ il
1 L . — L —
Pp sempre
seventeen
Tl J
LL I
A
\l
Plastic o
Bottle | ﬁ
Sample
I
‘Po\son, MT: 07/2015 - Resymhesized‘
Wind
Samples

simile, continued

y— = s o ° ° ey
Z (b ay >V
/@) 1
approximate mute
pp sempre position after 30"
arco, col legno, on smooth corner of the cardboard, bow freely & as continuously as poss.
H—* >
u
pp sempre
eighteen
H J
LL b
A
4
Plastic o ﬁ
Bottle |
Sample
i
[Geneva, NY: 06/2015 - Resynthesized
‘Wind
Samples

*** cardboard amplified with contact microphone
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simile, continued senza sord., continue bowing harmonics

> o o o © o
o o o o o o o o o
T S 5 (@) 5
e
7 V@)

5]

]
1
1
1

. remove mute_a at - >
pp sempre highest point possible mfsub.

arco, norm., bow very slowly with extreme pressure on smooth corner of the cardboard creating a "gritty" sound

TSR ORPECON OO DY PP O b0 P T DB RSO CAE RSO DD OO R 000 B
ﬂ—. -]

T
1=}

pp sempre

1 J
LL] A
A
\l
Plastic g ﬁ
Bottle |
Sample
I

‘Boscawen, NH: 07/2015 - Resynthesized with partials removed

Wind
Samples

9 with palm of L.H., rub the body of the cello, top surface only, slowly & continuously

OO :
1
pp sempre
simile, but now on perforated edge of cardboard
DO DRPEE O DO FE UL OO AP bb S Ol T PR OO CANOO DRI INICCORDCOOAIT D DRI 0F b1
ﬂ—- |
1
pp sempre

J

A

Plastic o ﬁ
Bottle |

Sample

i

‘Gemeva, NY: 06/2015 - Resynthesized with partials removed‘
Wind || asovosh) -
Samples K"
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Plastic
Bottle
Sample

Wind
Samples

sul C, arco, norm., constantly trill between different harmonics while sliding up & down string

) FIYI-S ]
o atis 1
7 9 1
- s ]
—<
o ad lib. simile >
=
5
| i
u| &
=]
n!

‘Po\son, MT: 07/2015 - Resynthesized with partials removed‘

G

121 Wwith palm of L.H., rub the body of the cello, top surface only, slowly & continuously

y Z N7 N =
¢ VAN
Ve. Pp sempre
sul C, extremamente sul pont., "toneless," bow slowly & freely
o)
7
@ >
pp sempre (= intensity of performance, the amplification will create a louder dynamic)
with both hands, slowly, evenly, & gently crumple plastic grocery bag****
DO BOIE PV OO EOR DU LS PSR DN TR RN SN R N0 00 R4
i =]
1=}
pp sempre
twenty-two
H J
0
Plastic g
ke lu—
S
ample N
‘Wind " ?
Samples [
n!
Boscawen, NH: 07/2015
Walking || -l J IO T n . R m o~ o b PR VI G —t e Jon
Sample\" t *} T —=T e A\g < e DI GA G AL AEEL A GENN ung + $o—pint-

**¥* grocery bag amplified with contact microphone
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scene three
METRONOMIC, ATMOSPHERIC J= 154
sul D, sul pont., bow freely, like flickering light

~
o o o (o) o (o} o)
0 N PN PN N /i o o
)" A/ 7z P A 7 P VAR Ad 7 P A VA A 7 7
'Cello W a % £ a % 7 ,’% /’%
7 /A 7 /A 7 7
I 4% . J T
o o o o o o o
p sempre
‘ twenty-three ‘
Electronic| | 4, 4 J L2 - - - - - -
Cues | " 4
styrofoam bowls, wooden sticks
= m @ & @

: T4 - - [ « o) [ 1] - [ « o2 [ [ ot | | < o [ - |
Percussion % [ o RS [ o g 1 S [y |
o 4 — Y

mf sempre
\ if semp
Plastic g
Bfﬁtiz Lﬂ } A : : : : 1 1
S
ample N
8 O o O o o
o) o o PN /(i o YR o o
)" A 7 T V4 T 7 P T VAR Aed T 7 " T VAR A T P= T 7 O ]
I 7 I 7 I 7 I 7 I 7 I ~ I 7 = |
Oo—~# =27 =~ g/ =4 : L/ !
= = = = = = =3 ¢
o o o o o o o o
take tempo from playback
N ) - - o N2 P ﬁ - o A2 PR ﬁ - o ﬁ o vl «v A2 o ﬁ -
U ¢ o ‘r 4 o ‘r 4 yP I ‘F 4
twenty-four
Hod .
LL I - - - - - - -
) 100% playback speed
il [ y Il | . y [ | . y I } | . y
i o | T i 1 o < 1 < o S
|4 |4 r o |4
50% playback speed
il | | 2 I
0] | [ | | | [ |
\ \ \
16 o o o o}
0 0 ° P o P o o
)" A P=y T Z O T 7 T 7 T 7 T 7/ T ]
Y 4 ~ I 7 = I 7 I 7 I 7 I VA I |
[fam} I 7 I 7 I 7 I 7 I 7 I Dl O |
6 z° gl g i ]
p— p— p— p— p— p— p— /
- - p— - - - - -

T v N2 o o )| v ) o || o |« g [ ) o Ty | o o2 1 3y 3 o |} | o ot |
u AL rl r | pe [T ¢ [€ o je [T ¢ ¢ rre RS
- [ [ b 4 - 4 = = 4

v
il | < ) I | . ) Il | - ) Il I ) | < ) I
i o e 1 T C 1 d i I o ik I T« o Iy I
|4 r r o |4
il I | ) I | )
] ! ‘F J [S ‘F 1 g 3 ‘r
il N2 [ NI vl vl A2 [
i} B ‘r 4 Jre ‘r r r P o) ‘F 4
25% playback speed
m
i r
N \
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