
Christopher Stark

FROM THE FIELD
a micro opera in three parts

2018-19





Christopher Stark

FROM THE FIELD

Libretto by Megan Stark drawn from original sources

Written for the Left Coast Chamber Ensemble

Premiere: June 1 & 2, 2019, Z Space, San Francisco

CAST

John Wesley Powell, geologist

Dorothea Lange, photographer

Steven W. Running, climate scientist

INSTRUMENTATION

Soprano
Violin
Cello

DURATION

20’00”

TECHNICAL REQUIREMENTS

Audio/Video Technician
Laptop with QLab Software

Projector and Rear Projection Screen
Stereo Playback





°

¢

°

¢

°

¢

°

¢

Music	Copyright	©	2019	Christopher	Stark.	Text	Copyright	©	2018	Megan	Stark.

Soprano

Violin

Cello

Projector
Cues

PART	ONE:	Rain	Follows	the	Plow
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Christopher	Stark

Libretto	by
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Rag hous es- and pa per- hous es-
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high way- this high way- one o one
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main ar te- ry- on which all tra vel- all
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head ing- north

f p

Camps for home less-

A	little	faster	(q	=	80)
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f pp

f pp

Video Camps	for	homeless	men

Sop.

Vln.

Vc.

men Drought re fu- gees- mi grant- camps camp ing- in fields and a -

332

Sop.
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Vc.

Proj.
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long the high ways- high ways

f

- They

p

are try ing-

A	little	slower	(q	=	63)
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fp

fp

Video They	are	trying...

Sop.

Vln.

Vc.

to es ta- blish- - themselves and want to go

poco	accel.
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p	sub.

this high way- this high way-

A	tempo
351

f p	sub.

f p	sub.

Video this	highway	101...

Sop.

Vln.

Vc.

one o one

mf

holds

p

all that I can grasp

rit.
356
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mf

Sop.

Vln.

Vc.

And a lot more And a lot more

Slower	(q	=	58)
362
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ppp
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more more

f
accel. Faster	(q	=	80)
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script is pre pared- in Wash ing- ton,-
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The	script...

Sop.

Vln.

Vc.

not in the field

383

Sop.

Vln.

Vc.

Proj.
Cues

A

p

lone- in the field

PART	THREE:	Spinning	Your	Wheels	in	the	Sand
Senza	misura

389

pp mf pp mf pp

pp mf pp mf pp

Video	Interview	+	Slides
(plays	automatically	from	here	to	the	end)
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∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&
∑ ∑

Lange	picks	up
camera,	and	exits
stage	through
the	audience
" taking	pictures"
of	audience

∑

√

&

>

very	gradually
slow	down
√

&

>

very	gradually
slow	down
√

?

&

slowly	move	around	audience,
stopping	to	" take	pictures"
of	them	like	Lange	in	Depression	Era
gradually	moving	towards	the	exit

∑

26"

Cues	for	singer:
". . . 	the	US	government
seems	uninterested	in

making	any	policy	changes
that	make	any	difference."

half-sing	as	if
recalling	the
melody	from
earlier,	sing	at
whatever	pitch
level	you	recall,
rhythm	is	free

4"

3

&

senza	vib.,	bend	IV	slightly	out	of	tune,	improv.,	drawn	out,	intense,	not	synchronized	with	cello

,

26"

,

4"

?

senza	vib.,	bend	I	slightly	out	of	tune,	improv.,	drawn	out,	intense,
not	synchronized	with	violin

,

26"

,

4"

/
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Sop.

Vln.

Vc.

the script is pre pared- in Wash ing- ton-

391

pp mf pp mf pp

Sop.

Vln.

Vc.

what

p

hap pens- to peo ple-

393

pp mf pp mf pp

Sop.

Vln.

Vc.

when they re set- tle- them selves-

395

fp

pp mf pp mf pp fp

&
∑

Cue	for	singer:
". . . 	once	you’re	given	an	answer	that’s	not	science-based,
then	it	could	just	be	from	any	sort	of	influence	they	have."

36"

simile

4"

&

pp

simile

mf

,

pp mf

36"

pp

,

4"

?

simile

,

36"

,

4"

&
∑

33"

Cue	for	singer:
"That's	my	prediction.

We'l l	see	if	it's	right. " 4"

&

pp

bow	gradually	becomes	more	active: 	more	bow	changes,	more	color	variation

mf

,

pp mf

33"

pp

,

4"

?

bow	gradually	becomes	more	active: 	more	bow	changes,	more	color	variation

,

33"

,

4"

&
∑

Cue	for	singer:
". . . 	so	many	countries	are	trying	to	put	barriers	up	to	more,

to	more	immigration	and	this	is	just	the	warm-up."

30" 4"

3

&

bow	speed	slowly	building	towards	tremolo	in	next	measure

pp mf

,

pp mf

30"

pp

,
Cues	from	video:
" ...	this	is	just	the	warm-up"

>

4"

?

bow	changes	slowly	building	towards	tremolo	in	next	measure

,

30"

, Cues	from	video:
" ...	this	is	just	the	warm-up"

>

4"
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397

p f p f p p f p f p

" And	this	is	a	collective
vote,	you	might	say,
of	the	whole	world"

p f p f p p f p f p

" And	this	is	a	collective
vote,	you	might	say,
of	the	whole	world"

Sop.

Vln.

Vc.

be more than an ar tist-

398

p f p f p p f p f p

" We' re	not	making
sufficient	progress"

p f p f p p f p f p

" We' re	not	making
sufficient	progress"

Sop.

Vln.

Vc.

400

ffpp pp mp pp mp pp pp mf pp mf pp

" going	out	of	your	way
and	usually	unpaid"

ffpp pp mp pp mp pp pp mf pp mf pp

" going	out	of	your	way
and	usually	unpaid"

&
∑

Cue	for	singer:
"And	this	is	a	collective	vote,	you	might	say,	of	the	whole	world. "

42"

&

22"

" I' m	seeing	things	throughout	the
day	that	could	be	done	better"

20"

?

22"

" I' m	seeing	things	throughout	the
day	that	could	be	done	better"

20"

&

4"

∑

28"

Cue	for	singer:
"We're	not	making	sufficient	progress."

&

4" 16"

" people	with	any
kind	of	conscience

can' t	sit	still	and	do" 12"

?

4"
16"

" people	with	any
kind	of	conscience

can' t	sit	still	and	do" 12"

&

Something	tells
me	that	you

won't	believe	it

spoken

4"

∑

20"

&

>

4" 11"
" I	can' t	remember

exactly	the	first	one" 9"

?

>

4" 11"
" I	can' t	remember

exactly	the	first	one" 9"
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pp f pp f pp pp ff pp fff

" and	it	gets,
	it	gets	fatiguing"

pp f pp f pp pp ff pp fff

" and	it	gets,
	it	gets	fatiguing"

Sop.

Vln.

Vc.

A lone- in the field

403

n!

" or	whether	you' re	just	spinning
your	wheels	in	the	sand."

n!

" or	whether	you' re	just	spinning
your	wheels	in	the	sand."

&
∑

21"

Cue	for	singer:
"up	it	pops	somewhere	else	with	some	little	different

scientific	pseudo-fact, 	and	it	gets,	it	gets	fatiguing."

&

10"
" a	week	later,

like	whack-a-mole" 11"

wild,	gliss.
as	high
as	poss.

?

10"
" a	week	later,

like	whack-a-mole" 11"

wild,	gliss.
as	high
as	poss.

&

4"

3
Lange	completely	exits	the	room

Ú

11"

∑

√

&
∑

4"

Ú

11"

∑

√
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∑

4"

Ú
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